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Note.—Future Volumes will commence in October of each year. 


A FEW TESTIMONIALS. 


SOME COTGREAVE LIBRARY AIDS. 





INDICATOR. 


“‘ Library Construction, Architecture, Fittings, and Furniture.” 
By F. J. Borcoynn. 1897. 
“The Cotgreave Indicator is that in use in the majority of the British 
Free Libraries.” 


‘The Free Library : Its History and Present Condition.” By J. J. 
Gate, 1897. 
“The Recording Indicator is almost certainly the invention of Mr. A. 
i (Public Libraries, West Ham, London, E.,) and is that most largely 
used,””* 





‘*THE SCOTSMAN.’’ 


_.__* All the London Free Public Libraries (except one or two which do not use 
indicators), have adopted the Cotgreave System, which has been found to 
work well.” 

N.B.—See also “ Greater London,” by E. Walford, M.A., F S.A. (page 360); ** Methods 
of Social Reform,” by Prof. W. Stanley evons, M.A., F.R,S., LL.D. ; “ Public Libraries,” by 
T. Greenwood, F.R.G.S.; &c., &e. 





. _ * As a matter of fact it will be found in about nine-tenths of the Libraries using 
indicators. Over 300 Institutions are now using it. 


+ Sixty-two Public Libraries in London and the Metropolitan area are using it 





MAGAZINE RACKS. 
“FREE Posiic LIBRARY, WANDSWORTH. 


The Cotgreave Magazine Rack has been in use in the news-room here since 
the opening of the Library. I can unhesitatingly speak of its vaJue, for it 
greatly tends to keep the tables tidy. Being so compact it takes up little room, 
and a reader can see at a glance the periodical he wishes to read.* 

C. T. DAVIS, Secretary and Librarian,” 


The Cotgreave Racks are in use at some 50 Libraries and Literary Institutions, from 
wich similar testimonials have been received. 





THE CONTENTS-SUBJECT INDEX, 
TO GENERAL AND PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 
Price to Subseribers, 7s. 6d. 
(500 copies have already been subscribed for.—See List). 
‘*DAILY NEWS.”’ 
‘*A ‘Contents-Subject Index to General and Periodical Literature’ would, 
properly done, be a great time-saving machine. Such a work is being 
undertaken by Mr. A. Cotgreave. ‘The first part, which is now before us, is 
distinctly promising. It will be helpful to many students and readers.” 


‘*DUBLIN REVIEW.” 


“The Editor of the ‘DuBLIN REVIEW’ (Canon Moyes), desires me to thank 
you for the specimen of the ‘Contents-Subject Index, and to say that he has 
formed a high opinion of it, in fact he has already found it useful.” 

T. W. HUNTER, Librarian, Archbishop’s House, Westminster.” 

Similar expressicns of opinion have been received from a large number of 
leading journals, and from many well known English and American Librarians, 


N.B—The Contents-Subject Index’ will be supplied to all Library Assistants at a 
reduced price, if ap lied for before publication 


Full particular” of the above and also of other I.ibrary Aids sent upon application 
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Members are requested to carefully read the announcements 
appearing on this page, as no further intimation of meetings and 
other arrangements will be sent out. 


WINTER PROGRAMME. 


Arrangements are now being made for the lectures and 
meetings, October to June next, and the Committee will ke glad 
to consider suggestions. 


L.A.A.—N.W. BRANCH. 


The meeting announced for August 30th has been postponed 
to September 20th, when it will take place at Openshaw at 
8 o’clock. 


“MR. DOOLEY” ON AMERICAN LIBRARIES. 


Mr. F. P. Dunne, the author of ‘Mr. Dooley,” said in a 
recent number of T'he Hcho :—‘‘ Yes, we have an enormous book- 
reading public in America; and especially amongst the working 
classes. Our libraries have sent their taste in that direction. 

Ve leave the people quite free to choose the books they like— 
there is no attempt to cater for high-thinking literature only ; 
there are a great many people who don’t want it, and won't have 
it. There is a great deal of good done by letting the working 
classes amuse themselves in their own way. To give their 
minds occupation and keep them interested is much better than 
to attempt to run mental elevation and recreation on the same 
metals; it can’t be done. I don’t know what the weekly circula- 
tion of the library at Chicago happeus to be ; but I do know that 
the working classes swarm to the district offices to exchange 
their books as they go to and from work. Don’t you have 
district offices here? We have them in all the big towns. You 
make your application for a book at your nearest depét in the 
morning, and during the day the hooks are all sent to the 
various offices from the library.”’ 
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KEATS RELICS FOR HAMPSTEAD. 

Kor a long time Sir Charles Dilke has placed on loan in thi 
Chelsea Reference Library some manuscripts, books, and relic 
of John Keats, including a reprint of the first folio of Shakes 
with the first draft of ‘On sitting down to read ‘ King Lea 
once again,” the Shakespeare sonnets with the first draft of 
‘ Bright Star,” the Milton with ‘‘ Sonnet to Sleep,” and othe 
similar mauuscripts. 

Sir Charles has now intimated his intention that the greate1 
part of this collection is to be bequeathed to the Hampstead 
Public Libraries ‘“‘ in memory of the connection with that pari 
of Keats and Mr. C. W. Dilke,’’ and though “ the village of 
palaces’”’ will lose these treasures, one cannot but rejoice that 
they will pass into the keeping of the municipality with which 
the name of John Keats is inseparably connected. 

While Chelsea keeps the memories of Sir Thomas More 
and Thomas Carlyle, whom her citizens delight to honour, 
Hampstead may well treasure these gifts that commemorate the 
residence within the limits of the area, over which the mural 
crown and sceptre of the new municipality will hold sway, of but 
one out of the many whose name though seemingly ‘ writ in 


water ’’ is ‘“‘carven deep into every English heart.” 
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THE JOHN RYLANDS’ LIBRARY, MANCHESTER. 

Early in October will be opened in Deansgate, Manchester, a 
inagnificent library, which has been nine years building, designed 
by Mr. Basil Champneys, and dedicated by Mrs. Rylands to the 
memory of her late husband. It will be held in trust, and it 
government vested in a Council, the management being based on 
broad and liberal principles. 

For upwards of ten years Mrs. Rylands has been purchasing 
books for the shelves of this notable memorial, and among the 
upwards of 60,000 volumes purchased is the famous Althorp 
collection, formerly belonging to Earl Spencer, the identity of 
every volume of which has been preserved by the insertion of a 
special label. The library not only consists of the finest collec- 
tion ot bibliographical treasures in the world, so far as the early 
history of printing is concerned, but includes the finest collection 
of Bibles—the English section of which ranks second only to the 
British Museum ; while there are also 51 genuine Caxtons, and 
the Aldine collection is remarkable as including many volw 
on vellum and large paper. 

As far as practicable, a special division of the library has 
been devoted to each subject, and the books relating to the 
several topics are distinguished by special colour of bindin 

The freedom of the City of Manchester is to be conferred on 
Mrs. Rylands in recognition of her noble gift 
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SUPERANNUATION. 


The Superannuation Conference, in view of the failure of the 
Local Authorities Officers’ Superannuation Bill to receive con- 
sideration this session, is circularising the associations sending 
delegates, asking them to take the opinion of their members as 
to the best course to be adopted for next session. Colonel 
Dalbiac has offered to bring in the Bill again, but while so few 
authorities are in favour the Government will not assist it in 
any way. An alternative measure is suggested as being more 
favourably viewed, which should schedule all authorities now in 
favour, and which should be adoptive by other authorities, as 
they thought fit—once adopted, such an Act could not be 
rescinded, but as it would not be of general application it could 
not provide for counting service troin one authority to another, 
though it might be possible to provide for the return of contri- 
butions in those cases where officers leave an authority with 
superannuation powers to take service under a local authority to 
which the Act does not apply. 

A partial measure of superannuation is perhaps better than 
none at all—and the views of our members on the subject will be 
ippreciated, 

NOTES AND NE‘VS. 

Barmoutu.—Miss Frances Power Cobbe has offered to 
vequeath her valuable library if a suitable site and building are 
obtained. The offer has been favourably received. 

KiGHLEY,—*‘ In recognition of Keighley being a community 
hat helps itself,” Mr. Carnegie has promised to add to the 
echnical Institute a public library, at a cost of £10,000, if the 
\cts are adopted. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Anpis, Mr. 1. G., for many years Secretary and Librarian 
to the Philosophical Institute, Edinburgh, to be Secretary to the 
Cambridge University Library. 

Mackenzin, Mr. T., assistant in the Joint Parliamentary 
Library, Cape Town, to be Sub-Librarian, South African Publie 
Library. 

MARRIAGE OF MR. W. W. FORTUNE. 

Mr. Fortune, the first secretary of the L.A.A., and now the 

1O., Was married on 


energetic manager of the Library Supply ( 


August 5th. Weare glad to be able to express here those good 
g g g 


wishes which all members will accord to the founder of the 


L.A.A 
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WOMEN IN LIBRARIANSHIP.-—A GUET APENS. 

It was our duty last month to make an editorial statement 
as to the late Women’s Congress and the way it dealt with 
librarianship as a profession for women. From other quarters 
have come equally weighty condemnations, and the conclusion 
arrived at in an article by Miss F. H. Low in the August ‘“ Nine- 
teenth Century ’’ on the Congress is as follows :— 

“The general effect of the Congress was misleading and mischievous 
because it was not representative and impartial; in the professions thi 
experiences of successful women only were given; the life of the average 
journalist or actress, with its struggles, its sordid anxieties, its overwork a1 
uaderpay, was never referred to, there being a universal conspiracy to repr 
sent woman’s wage-earning work as wholly desirable and beneficial. Because 
also large statements about woman's equality, equal pay, and so forth, mear 
nothing at all unless they are carried to their logical conclusion, and 
by their practical and permanent effect upon Society.’ 

The papers read at the various meetings are to be published 
in volume form, and we shall await with interest that containing 
Miss Petherbridge’s contribution, which quoted the victory of the 
two unattached students last year in Bibliography, while the 
remarkable success of actual library assistants this year was no 
mentioned. While ‘‘the universal conspiracy to represen 
woman’s wage-earning work as wholly desirable and beneficial ’ 
can have no result but bitter disappointment for aspirants to 
library work if the educational status of the present assistants is 
to be made out worse than it is, it is to be regretted such repre- 
sentation is made by a member of the Education Committee 
the Library Association, who would be supposed by the woman 
desiring employment to speak with the latest and most up-to 
date knowledge of the subject. 

Until some explanation is afforded of this omission at the 
Congress very little weight can attach to Miss Petherbridge’s 
views on any subject connected with the actual facts of librarian 
ship, and it is difficult to reconcile the omission with honorary 
membership of the L.A.A., whose objects are ‘‘ to promote the 
social, intellectual, and professional interests” of libra 
assistants. a 

THE EDITOR’S THANKS. 

When the idea of a Library Assistants’ journal occurred to 
Messrs. Peddie, Fortune, Caddie, Clarke, and the other founders 
of the L.A.A., it was at first pronounced impossible. But when Mr. 
I’. Meaden Roberts suggested a title, Mr. Carter a form, and 
correspondents, contributors, and subscribers were found, by 
united action the publication of a journal was made possible, 
which the Editor hopes has not been utterly unworthy, however 
much it may have failed of the ideal organ of junior librarian- 
ship. When all is obligation, and the Editor’s task has been 
made light by many hands, it is hard to single out names for 
special mention, but each and all are cordially thanked, and by 
the continued help of friends the Editor trusts that succeed- 
ing volumes may be worthier of that cause which correspondents, 
contributors, and subscribers have equally at heart—the better- 
ment of libraries and librarianship 


\ 
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VERY possessor of a library, no matter of how few volumes, recognises the 

desirability of keeping a proper record of it. This can only be done with 

perfect satisfaction by means of the card system, and the following are its chief 
advantages :— 

1.—Strict alphabetical sequence can always be maintained. 

2.—Books can be catalogued under author, title and subject, and arranged-in 
the same index, cross references being made where necessary. 

3.— When a volume is lent to a friend, a note to that effect can be entered on 
the card in a permanent or temporary way, and date of borrowing 
and return affixed. 

4,—Any notes respecting date of accession; where purchased or how other- 
wise obtained ; the owner’s ‘or his friend’s opinions and comments on 
the book ; remarks as to re-binding, etc., etc., can all be recorded upon 
the card relating to the book in question, as the owner desires. 

The material of the cards is guaranteed to be of the finest quality obtainable, 
and to wear for very many years. 

The Cabinets also are the best that money and experience can produce. 

We believe that in placing this useful contrivance before book readers, ata 
moderate price, we are supplying an appreciated necessity. 


_ Farther particulars and prices may be obtained of— 


LIBRARY BUREAU, Ltd. 


(Cedric Chivers Manager), 
10, Bloomsbury Street, London, W.C. 





















SPECIAL—TO LIBRARIANS. 


Books Supplied and Bound from the Quire, in 
flexible Pigskin, Morocco, or a Sanitary Wash- 
able Cloth, specially manufactured for us. 


GUARANTEE—We guarantee that our Binding will outlast the book. 


BOOKS RE-BOUND. READERS’ TICKETS IN 
LEATHER OR CLOTH. 


Solid Leather Reading Covers, made in one piece, 
without Liniag or Stitches; practically indestructible, 


AN INEXPENSIVE READING COVER IN OUR SANITARY 
WASHABLE CLOTH. 


One of the many Testimonials received by us :— 


‘‘Chelsea Public Libraries, 


December 3rd, 1896. 
Messrs. Banting & Son have been the bookbinders to these 
Libraries from the commencement, in 1888, and have given every 
satisfaction. 
Their work is lasting, reasonable in price, and carefully 
carried out. : 
The fact that they are binders under contract to a large number 


of Public Libraries is sufficent proof that in this purticular line they 
are difficult to beat. 
J. HENRY QUINN, 


Chief Librarian and Clerk to the Commissioners.” 
Particulars, Prices, and Samples on application. 


J. BANTING & SON, 


Bookbinders and Booksellers, 
KING’S ROAD, CHELSEA, LONDON. 
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